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	Dianne Reeves is the pre-eminent jazz vocalist in the world today. As a result of her virtuosity, improvisational prowess and unique jazz and R&B stylings, Dianne has received five Grammy Awards for Best Jazz Vocal Album and an honorary doctorate of music from Julliard. Dianne’s magical, timeless voice, exceptional personality and the sheer force of her performance mark her as a captivating world-class artist. With a broad catalogue of repertoire ranging from the American Songbook, to Motown and R&B classics, reggae and Latin inspired tunes, and more music traversing her many albums, Dianne has enchanted the audiences of some of the world’s greatest orchestras such as the Boston Pops, the Los Angeles Philharmonic Pops Orchestra, the Montreal Symphony, the Atlanta Symphony, the San Francisco Symphony, and countless others.



		Your symphony can also ring in the holiday season with Dianne Reeves and music from her celebrated album, Christmas Time Is Here. Reeves melds her timeless grace, elegance, and charisma into unforgettable jazz renditions of holiday favorites such as “Little Drummer Boy,” “The Christmas Song,” “A Child Is Born,” “I’ll Be Home For Christmas,” and many more. Ben Ratliff of The New York Times raves, “Ms. Reeves, a jazz singer of frequently astonishing skill, takes the assignment seriously, this is one of the best jazz Christmas CDs I’ve ever heard.” Renowned for her breathtaking virtuosity, improvisational prowess, and unique jazz and R&B stylings, Reeves will warm your heart with holiday cheer.
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	One of the most engaging and successful ensembles in the history of Celtic music, Cherish The Ladies celebrate over three decades of sharing timeless Irish traditions with audiences worldwide. Their signature blend of virtuosic instrumental talents, beautiful vocals, and stunning step dancing translates seamlessly to a full symphonic program. The Ladies have performed over 250 exhilarating shows with orchestras across North America and released a Grammy Award nominated album with the Boston Pops. Conductor Keith Lockhart says, “Cherish the Ladies is a wonderful group of entertainers: energetic, fun and innately musical. They are a joy to work with and quickly earned the admiration and affection of audience and orchestra alike.”



		Also available for symphony shows, Cherish The Ladies’ Celtic Christmas program puts their signature mark on classic carols such as “O Come All Ye Faithful” and “Silent Night,“in arrangements that highlight the group’s unique Celtic instrumentation, beautiful harmonies, and spectacular stepdancing. Hailed by The New York Times as “passionate, tender and rambunctious,” Cherish The Ladies have released two critically acclaimed holiday albums, On Christmas Night and their latest Christmas release, A Star In The East.



		Click HERE for more information and a list of previous symphony engagements.
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	One of the world’s most singular voices, Lila Downs’ poignant storytelling transcends all language barriers. Raised in Minnesota and Oaxaca, this global superstar’s exquisite artistry bridges traditions from across the Americas, with influences ranging from the folk and ranchera music of Mexico and South America to North American folk, jazz, blues, and hip-hop. As a passionate human-rights activist, Lila’s lyrics often highlight issues relating to social justice, sharing stories that too often go untold.



		Featuring selections from her recent release Balas y Chocolate and other traditional favorites, Lila’s gorgeous symphonic program premiered with the San Francisco Symphony in Fall 2015 and was performed with the Chicago Symphony in Summer 2016. Lila has graced the stages of many of the world’s most prestigious festivals and venues including Jazz at Lincoln Center, Carnegie Hall, and the Festival of Sacred Music — Hollywood Bowl. She has been invited to sing at the White House, and performed on the Academy Awards and Latin Grammy Awards telecasts. Her music has also been included in several feature films such as The Counselor, Tortilla Soup, Real Women Have Curves, The Three Burials of Melquiades Estrada, Carlos Saura’s Fados, Mariachi Gringo, and Hecho en Mexico.



		Approximately 1 hour
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	HERBIE HANCOCK: BY HIMSELF


Terence Blanchard’s Work in Two Movements for Piano, Saxophone, Trumpet and Orchestra


For decades Herbie Hancock has influenced music in various genres and art in many forms: his recordings, his compositions, his writing; his spirit.  Inspired by his genius, Terence Blanchard is being commissioned to write a work in two movements focusing on Hancock’s iconic improvised, impressionistic piano solos. The lyrical passages and spontaneous essence of these solos will be the basis for a work featuring piano, saxophone, trumpet and orchestra.



		In 2005 Blanchard had the chance to work with Hancock on the Blue Note album Flow. “When Herbie Hancock sat down at the piano, it was a totally different type of lesson, and every [recording] session was filled with lessons,” shared Blanchard. “Every take was so different in their approach. He is truly an artist.”



		This important new commission brings together the power and versatility of an orchestra with the post-bop sound we have come to associate with Hancock’s works. “At every moment onstage players are making choices, and each choice affects every other member of the group. So each player has to be prepared to change directions at any given moment,” says Hancock. 



		Known for his improvisational prowess, Hancock offers up a glimpse into his process when performing for a live audience: “I have ten fingers, and they’re in motion almost all the time, so all of those decisions must happen in an instant.” This new work will capture that moment.



		Herbie Hancock: By Himself will premiere at Walt Disney Hall with the LA Philharmonic in February 2017.



		A TALE OF GOD’S WILL


Terence Blanchard’s Grammy Award winning album A TALE OF GOD’S WILL (A Requiem For Katrina) is a beautifully haunting and impassioned song-cycle about the physical and emotional ravages incurred upon the City of New Orleans and its residents as a result of Hurricane Katrina. Featuring thirteen original compositions, A TALE OF GOD’S WILL is an evocative, emotional journey of a city whose spirit, even through the most devastating of circumstances, lives on…as told by one of New Orleans’ proudest residents.



		Listen to the album on Spotify HERE



		THE MOVIE MUSIC OF SPIKE LEE & TERENCE BLANCHARD


Spike Lee and Terence Blanchard have enjoyed a long and fruitful relationship as filmmaker and composer on several collaborations over the years. The Movie Music of Spike Lee & Terence Blanchard showcases the stunning scores and songs from eight Spike Lee films, featuring Blanchard’s quintet, chamber orchestra, and three special guest vocalists, with specially designed images of the films projected throughout the performance. Engagements at Carnegie Hall, Orchestra Hall in Chicago, the Hollywood Bowl, Europe and beyond have featured appearances by Dianne Reeves, Kurt Elling, Bruce Hornsby, Public Enemy, Chaka Khan, Mavis Staples, Cassandra Wilson, Patti Austin, Dee Dee Bridgewater, Jamie Cullum, and introductions by Spike Lee himself. Special guests vary and are subject to availability.



		JAZZ IN FILM


Join Grammy Award winning trumpeter Terence Blanchard in exploration of Jazz in Film, featuring noir-nuanced renditions of motion picture music spanning from the 1950’s through today, with selections from Blanchard’s own film compositions, all arranged for jazz quintet. Blanchard has scored over 40 acclaimed films, best known for his work with director/provocateur Spike Lee (Malcolm X, Inside Man, Miracle at St. Anna) and on films such as Cadillac Records, Love & Basketball, Gia, and Eve’s Bayou, in addition to recording the movie music of Duke Ellington, Quincy Jones, Bernard Herman, Jerry Goldsmith, and Andre Previn. For a full list of Blanchard’s film credits click HERE.
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	Grammy Award winner Kathy Mattea has an innate ability to connect intimately with any audience, whether performing in an acoustic duo or alongside a full symphony orchestra. Author Barbara Kingsolver writes, “The particular genius of Kathy Mattea is to call up the touchstones of hope and heartbreak that we all carry in our pockets.” Featuring her signature blend of Appalachian roots, bluegrass, and folk, Kathy’s symphonic program includes recent compositions interspersed with her classic hits like “18 Wheels and a Dozen Roses,” “455 Rocket,” and “Where’ve You Been?” This performance has delighted audiences of the National Symphony, the Seattle Symphony, the Buffalo Philharmonic, the Atlanta Symphony, and many other esteemed orchestras.



		Kathy’s acclaimed Songs And The Season holiday program is also available for symphony performances. A thoughtful blend of old favorites and music from her celebrated holiday albums, Joy For Christmas Day and the Grammy Award winning Good News, Kathy’s Songs And The Season adds a new layer of artistic and spiritual growth to the long tradition of holiday music. Click here to download a one sheet with more information about Songs And The Season.
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	In his masterwork Canto a Dios, Cuban pianist, composer and arranger Jesus ‘Chucho’ Valdes connects, and expands on, several essential threads in his music.



		He seamlessly joins Afro-Cuban musical tradition, European classical music and jazz; he pays tribute to New Orleans as the birthplace of jazz and the sister city of Havana; he features longtime collaborators from his epochal Afro-Cuban-jazz-rock fusion group Irakere but also Cuba’s Symphony Orchestra and Choir.  A deeply religious man, Valdes celebrates here both his Catholic and Afro-Cuban (Santeria) beliefs. 



		Valdes wrote the moving title track as a prayer for the city of New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. He spoke at the time of feeling ‘compelled’ to write a piece as a tribute to those who lost their lives or managed to survive but lost it all in the city that means so much to him. ‘I feel tied to that region because historically, Cuba has had shared roots with New Orleans through the influence of French music, ragtime, habanera, el blues, el jazz…’, he said at the presentation of the recording in Madrid in 2008.



		The stunning La Tormenta y la Calma (The Storm and the Calm) is also a new piece and was inspired by the idea of the Mississippi river in the aftermath of the hurricane, ‘a river that saw in its banks, slaves singing their joys and sorrows.’ It includes some of the most dazzling piano work by Chucho on record.



		Meanwhile, Tributo a Africa (Shaka Zulu), written in 1981, is a 16 minute plus Afro-Cuban symphony, with much drumming but also a strong Stan Getz influence. The other two compositions are Claudia, a classic ballad first recorded by Irakere in 1979 that has since become a Latin jazz standard, and Nanu, dedicated to the mother deity of Babalu Aye – St. Lazarus in the Santeria pantheon.



		Both moving and dazzling, Canto a Dios is the work of a master at the height of his powers.
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	Considered among the elite Sitar players and composers, Nishat Khan has virtuosic talent and limitless comprehension of traditional Indian classical music. The Telegraph UK called Khan “a scion of a great Indian dynasty of musicians, and is determined to keep the flame alive.” As a son and disciple of Imrat Khan, as well as the torchbearer of seven generations of India’s most renowned musical family, Nishat Khan has an innate ability to take the quality and direction of the music to new heights using his diverse influences. Initially commissioned and performed in 2013 as part of the BBC Proms in Royal Albert Hall (London, UK), Khan’s The Gate of the Moon (Sitar Concerto No 1) is a journey featuring a vitality of melodies, lines, and phrases communicated with thought and direction. The life experiences of Nishat Khan flow through the music generating connections and vivid imagery. With wisdom and appreciation pertaining to the music and its history felt through his playing, The Guardian described Khan’s work as an “infinite imaginative variety.”
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	VIDEO / COMPOSER’S NOTES



		Considered the foremost jazz violinist of her generation, Regina Carter transcends genre in a symphony program that draws influences not only from jazz, but blues, roots, and classical idioms as well. The centerpiece of this collection is a piece entitled Four Sisters composed by David Schiff to honor four legendary vocalists: Aretha Franklin, Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday, and Sarah Vaughan. In a breathtaking performance of Four Sisters with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, Regina “announced her charismatic presence by painting the air with swing” (Detroit Free Press). This piece is for solo violin and orchestra. Regina also has charts for jazz quartet plus orchestra, including a selection of jazz standards and classical pieces made effortlessly cohesive by Regina’s unique tone and signature style. Regina brings her curiosity, passion, and quest for beauty to every stop taken on her full musical journey — just a few of many reasons she was awarded a MacArthur Fellowship (a “genius grant”).
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	Not simply a “jazz quartet with strings” project but more a large ensemble entity where all of the musicians are uniquely featured, Across the Crystal Sea is an orchestral collaboration between the prolific composer-arranger Claus Ogerman (Jobim, Krall, Brecker) and acclaimed Panamanian pianist Danilo Perez. Featuring lush compositions based on themes by classical composers Sibelius, Rachmaninov, and Massenet among others, Ogerman constructed an invigorating and open canvas for the adventurous pianist to paint on. Perez responds to this framework by revealing his more lyrical side and does so weaving in and out of the interplay of the strings, rhythm section and percussionist. “This was a big test for me,” says Perez, who has been a member of Wayne Shorter’s quartet for over a decade. “My experience with Wayne taught me how to go to unknown places. But when it came to working with Claus, it was another kind of adventure where I was called upon to touch the lyrical side of my playing. Claus is a master of colors. As the musical director, he provided me with both a story and a landscape, and then told me, ‘I want you to paint.’” All About Jazz exclaims, “Across the Crystal Sea is pure bliss, allowing the listener to escape into a world of sumptuous and immaculate music.”
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	Pianist and composer Jason Moran has established himself as a risk-taker and trendsetter for new directions in jazz. The Los Angeles Times hails Moran, “a startlingly gifted pianist with a relentless thirst for experimentation.” It’s that incomparable talent and unyielding drive towards innovation that earned Moran a prestigious MacArthur “Genius Grant” Fellowship and the title of Kennedy Center Artistic Director for Jazz. In this moving program, Moran revisits his score for the Academy Award winning film Selma for piano and guitar plus orchestra. The film tells the story of a pivotal moment in US history, when in 1965, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. helped to organize an anti-segregation march along the highway from Selma, Alabama to the state capital. Considered one of the nation’s great victories for organized protest, the march contributed to the passage of the Voting Rights act later that year. Performing the score live to the backdrop of the film, Moran’s music perfectly complements the scale of the story and leaves audiences “with evidence that they can actually go back into society and be part of the change” (Jason Moran, The Washington Post).
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	Clarinetist and saxophonist Anat Cohen has taken the jazz world by storm, winning hearts and minds the world over with her expressive virtuosity and delightful stage presence. As JazzTimes says, “With the clarinet she becomes a singer, a dancer, a poet, a mad scientist, laughing — musically — with the sheer delight of reaching that new place, that new feeling, with each chorus.” An established bandleader and prolific composer, Cohen’s music is a unique blend of modern and traditional jazz, classical music, Brazilian choro, Argentine tango, and an expansive timeline of Afro-Cuban styles. Her symphonic repertoire ranges from buoyant dances to darkly lyrical ballads, showcasing her fluency in a global set of styles. The perennial winner of “Clarinetist of the Year” titles from DownBeat, JazzTimes, and the Jazz Journalists Association, Fresh Air‘s Terry Gross credits Cohen with “bringing the clarinet to the world” and The New York Times hails her a “Master.”
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	One of the most lyrical and intimate voices of contemporary jazz piano, Brad Mehldau has forged a unique path, which embodies the essence of jazz exploration, classical romanticism and pop allure. From critical acclaim as a bandleader to major international exposure in collaborations with Pat Metheny, Anne Sofie von Otter, Renee Fleming, and Joshua Redman, Mehldau continues to garner numerous awards and admiration from both jazz purists and music enthusiasts alike. His forays into melding musical idioms, in both trio (with Larry Grenadier on bass and Jeff Ballard on drums) and solo settings, has seen brilliant re-workings of songs by contemporary songwriters like The Beatles, Cole Porter, Radiohead, Paul Simon, Gershwin and Nick Drake; alongside the ever evolving breadth of his own significant catalogue of original compositions.
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	Grammy Award winning saxophonist and composer Joe Lovano stands alone at the vanguard of large and small group jazz. From his Grammy Award nominated work with the WDR Big Band & Rundfunk Orchestra, Symphonica, to his role as Gary Burton Chair of Jazz Performance at Berklee College of Music, the Cleveland native fearlessly challenges and pushes the conceptual and thematic choices he makes in a quest for new modes of artistic expression and new takes on what defines the jazz idiom. Lovano has also won awards for Multi-reeds Player and Tenor Saxophonist of the Year from the Jazz Journalists Association and Tenor Saxophonist of the Year from DownBeat Magazine.
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	One of the most esteemed and charismatic artists of his generation, Grammy Award nominated saxophonist Joshua Redman “is unparalleled among horn players today” (JazzTimes). Accompanied by a local chamber orchestra, The Joshua Redman Quartet featuring Aaron Goldberg, Reuben Rogers and Gregory Hutchinson performs lyrical, ballad-oriented selections from Redman’s album, Walking Shadows. Redman’s music can be challenging, provocative, and forward-looking, but also hard-swinging, melodic, and soulful, with a strong link to the jazz idioms of the 1950s and 1960s. He and his band demand serious energy and engagement of themselves and their listeners, and create music with a joyous and celebratory spirit. Nate Chinen of The New York Times said of the premiere performance: “Mr. Redman has always been a fluid technician, but the inner glow in his tone throughout the night, along with the grace and clarity of his ideas, suggested new levels of prowess. He didn’t try to cut through the gossamer fabric of the strings, perhaps taking more cues from Frank Sinatra than Charlie Parker. His sound was dry and mellow, impeccably controlled.”
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	Singer, songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, and producer Royal Wood has established himself as a true musical talent. Royal ceaselessly continues to evolve and hone his musical craft – earning multiple JUNO Award nominations and the title of iTunes “Songwriter of the Year” along the way. Jumping between guitar, piano and ukulele, Royal “brings class and craft to his folk-pop-rock stylings, delivering them with a rich and resonant voice” (CBC Music). The Ottawa Citizen says Royal’s songs “long for orchestral accompaniment,” and his performance with the National Arts Centre Orchestra “mined new veins of poignancy and empathy” from his works. With repertoire that can be modified to suit any orchestra, Royal’s symphonic arrangements present this extraordinary artist in full grandeur. As the JUNO nomination committee says, Royal “continues to win each fan through the intimate connection only a truly great songwriter can make with his audience.”
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	Called “one of the most exceptional violinists and fiddlers of his generation” by WBGH, Grammy Award nominated violinist and composer Jeremy Kittel’s music inhabits the space between classical and acoustic roots, Celtic and bluegrass aesthetics, and folk and jazz sensibilities. Kittel has performed his growing body of original compositions and arrangements as a soloist with the Detroit Symphony, Louisville Orchestra, Rochester Philharmonic, Britt Orchestra, Vancouver Symphony, and several other esteemed orchestras. Teddy Abrams of the Louisville Orchestra calls Kittel “the kind of musician that you want to work with every day,” praising his “stylistic versatility, creative openness, and genuine musicianship – his work both as a composer and performer are inspired.” With a flexible repertoire that can be modified to fit most any orchestra, Kittel’s symphonic arrangements present this extraordinary artist in full form.



		In addition to his own projects like Kittel & Co., Kittel composes and arranges for artists such as Abigail Washburn, Aoife O’Donovan, My Morning Jacket, Camera Obscura, Jars of Clay, Yo-Yo Ma and the Silk Road Ensemble, Laura Veirs, and the Grammy-winning Turtle Island Quartet (of which he was a member for five years). He has also recorded with artists such as Edgar Meyer, Chris Thile, Mark O’Connor and Mike Marshall.
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