“After 30 albums as a leader and at least 25 years in the spotlight, it’s clear Joe Lovano is more than a dominant figure in jazz. He’s jazz’s answer to George Clooney or Jeff Bridges,  a vibrant player who delivers an award-worthy performance every time out.”

—Wall Street Journal

“Leave it to restless tenor saxophonist Joe Lovano to take the idea of a tribute record and turn it on its head with this collection dedicated to Charlie Parker... Lovano digs for new twists in Parker’s compositions like the flesh-and-blood creatures they are rather than replicating what’s already been heard... Though a showcase for history, Lovano and his band expertly show the many ways these classics can still throw sparks.”

—Los Angeles Times

“…the quintet has the fire of youth in its belly.”

—Entertainment Weekly

“The subject on ‘Bird Songs’ is Charlie Parker... But this album doesn’t set out to shadowbox with Parker’s genius... What Mr. Lovano is after here is both simpler and more slippery, and better suited to his particular gifts... [Us Five] has a springy, texture rich, intriguingly destabilized rapport, with its two drummers engaging either in clattering dialogue or a washy tandem. The elastic interplay of Us Five is in fact the main point of “Bird Songs,” which approaches its Parker-centric repertory as a springboard rather than an altar. The songs are subjected to unforeseen slowdowns, extended sidebars and more than a little reconstructive surgery, as Mr. Lovano threads his solo commentary, sibilant but suave, through the nub of the action.”

—The New York Times

“[Lovano’s] current quintet, Us Five, may be his finest. ‘Bird Songs’ [is] a collection inspired by the work of Charlie Parker. But this is no mere tribute. Parker’s compositions are not played as he intended; Lovano upends them, infusing them with modern sensibilities… Lovano is now jazz royalty.”

—Boston Globe

“…an impressive pursuit… energetic, original, and refreshingly contemporary performances… Lovano remains charismatic and imaginative throughout.”

—Washington City Paper

“The album works in a way every great jazz recording should. It pays generous heed to the masters, shoulders up to their spirits and then confidently roars forward with its own royal voice… It’s a stunner.”

—Lexington Herald-Leader

“Lovano and company dive into fascinating variations of the music of Charlie Parker, breathing new life… Bird Lives.”

—Rochester Democrat & Gazette

“Joe Lovano is in great company here with Us Five… ‘Bird Songs’ delves into the Charlie Parker songbook, although this is no hopelessly devoted tribute. With Lovano whimsically leading the way, the players dig deep…”

—Cleveland Plain Dealer

“[Lovano is] unquestionably among the greatest in the history of jazz… with this extraordinarily creative new disc, has made his best disc in many years… phenomenal inventiveness.”

—Buffalo News

“Bird Songs is far more than just old wine in new bottles; it is a testament to the historical awareness and creative vision of a seasoned artist whose aesthetic encompasses every facet of the jazz continuum.”

—AllAboutJazz
“Lovano takes plenty of chances on Bird Songs and the result is a consistently exciting and intriguing tribute to the seminal bebopper.”

—All About Jazz – New York

“The guy is a saxophone miracle, a generous bandleader, and a sartorial ambassador for the cool.”

—PopMatters

“Joe Lovano is one of the greatest jazz musicians of all time... this is music that not only moves the first time listener, but the jazz aficionado as well... hold on tight, because this is a wonderfully exciting wild ride.”

—JazzReview.com

